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The City's Appearance

Order throughout the city’s physical structure brings improvement in the city's appearance.
An Evansville developing in accordance with a studied street plan, an effective transit plan, a
unified recreation plan, a scientific zoning plan, and so on. will be growing always more and more
attractive. [t will draw people to it. lts residents will be proud -ﬂf it. It will win a name among
American munici palities,

Yet there are other. more definite ways by which attractiveness can be deliberately created.
Thia is partly a public. partly a private responsibility. Citizens of Evansville must decide
whether they want an attractive city. If they do. then forceful, positive support must be given
every movement or acltion which affects the outlook from windows or streets. Why endure
the constant sight of ugliness when more pleasing things may be had mgul:p- by the ecxercise of
foresight and good tasted

[f the ways by which more agrecable surroundings may be produced are analyzed, it will be
found that an attractive city depends largely on (1) attractive streets. and (2) attractive buildings
and grounds and parks HMTﬂlhl:r open spaces, 1. ¢, whatever is seen from the streets. The ap-
pearance of the streets themselves and of the parks and other open BpACES (8 Iargl:-]}r in the hands
of the city government or subject to their guidance. The appearance of buildings and grounds,
on the other hand, is partly in public but largely in private control, OF course. hard and fast lines
cannot be drawn here. The classification is arbitrary and of use only for the purpose of analyzing
the subject under discussion. The aim of this study iz 1o formulate & program for the improve-
ment of the looks of Evansville.

STREETS AND ALLEYS

What is it that makes strects attractive? In the first place, they must be kept clean. This
function of the municipal government is so well recognized that it need not be dwelt upon here.
Evansville has long since established a good street cleaning service. The public a]'muﬁiu be en-
couraged to take more responsibility for keeping the strects and parks clean, and nothing weuld
do more good along this line than the placing of waste paper receptacles of good appearance along
the strects and more freely than at present through the parks in places that are convenisnt but
rot too conapicnbls,

Gireater respect on the part of the public for the appearance of alleys is a real necessity.
Keeeping alleys clean is as much the duty of the residents themselves as it is that of the city.
Dirty, neglected alleys are often found in Evansville, giving an unpleasant impression of the city.

STREET DESICN

The design of streets has a notable bearing upon the city's appearance. A narrow street
where a wide one belongs is ebvicusly a mistake, A broad expanse of pavement on a purely local
residential street robs the neighborhoed of the restful, homelike character that appeals to the
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This saw-tooth armangement of houses, due 1 land subdivision. ila the of the strest
and reduices the usehulness of the Jots. T

ETREET DESIGN [(Centinged)

average homeowner. The proper proportioning of streets, so that roadways will be wide enough
on major streets, and all grass and tree space will not be absorbed by pavement on residential
streets 15 a matter which should be carcfully controlled by adherence to a functional street plan.

STREET CURBS AND CURVES

Strect intersections alse dessrve notice. Where two strects intersect at & sharp angle, the
corner should be well-rounded. A radius of at least Gfteen feet at the curb line is needed for this
purpose. | his may mean putting a curve on the property line at the corner, a plan to be followed
generally when new subdivisions are laid out. The abject is mainly safety, but a pearance gains.
tewr. Sharp curb corners at present spoil the looks of many street intersections in Evansville.

Sometimes where more than two streets intersect at or near the same point, or where a
!lillﬂ‘ jﬁi aocurs in one of twe ihtdl‘&tﬂillm slreels, tu.u!ru“:r :nlargi:n.g the intersection will make
it safer and will make it at the same time, much more interesting and attractive. Forethought
exercised along this line when land iz subdivided results usually not only in added safety and at-
tractiveness for the :pul:r]i-:. bt betier property values -u.dju.-l.'enl'. to the corner which is given in-
dividual treatment.

Street alignment, too, i= worthy of note in this connection. This really goes back again to
the p]utin of the land. In E'i-'!ntl\-i“l.'. wherever it has been necessary to cha:ng: the direction
of a street, it has been customary in the past to intreduce an angle in the street. taking up all the
change of direction at one point. Far more street attractiveness as well as better shaped lots and

greater traffic H\‘Etr would wsually have been produced in residential sections if long radive curves
had been used in place of angles.

When parkways or boulevards are laid out, special interest in the street view may be secured
without expense by the deliberate introduction of eccasional long curves even where the contour
of the land does not demand a change of direction. Such curves are mare adapted to the flow of
maotors. and are consequently more a-u.tisr;rin: than u.ng'll::l. There are wum:ﬁ:rful FD:I!iI:-iIit:il:l.
maoreover, practically untouched as vet in Evansville, in the use of curved streets for local residen-
tinl use, On ]'|-i|-|-_'|-' land lht‘]." A -!]Jmlulcl}' NECEREATY 08 o pr..!l:ti-l:.:] matter: on land less mugh. b,
curved streets here and there throughout the city undoubtedly increase its attractiveness.
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Prate 1. In this disgram the city is likened to o beautiful tree. The beauty of a tree depends largely
upon healthy roots and proper nourishment. Strect design, street trees, buildings and grounds are
ameng the basic elements on which the beauty of the ity depends,




SIDEWALK OBSTRUCTIONS

From the standpoint of the pedestrians’ rights and also for the sake of appearance, side-
walks should be free E[-r:m obstructions. Loading and unleading of goods temporarily on the side-
walk is usually not very objectionable.  The use of sidewalk space for storage or for show cases
or advertising matter calls for police action. Evansville has had little trouble from this source,
comparcd with other cities, but conditions on Fourth Street near Main and on some other streets
reuire attention, and constant watch needs to be kept to prevent new trouble of thes sort.

The stdewalk camopy supported by iron posts is 4 deviee now sutgrown in most modern cities
There are still & good many of these ugly affairs scattered through Evansville, however, and the
BER LT IJ:IL"_'F oan LH:' :I'I:'II'I“I'I-'L"EI E:I".'I‘I'I'I !I'H! !‘-il'il"“'ﬂ!liﬁ 1]I|." |!1-|'1.1|."r.

The curb pump for gaseline 18 anather sidewalk obstruction which has become a nusance in
Evansville, Prohibition of new curb pumps has been in |,-IT4_-|.'I however, three years under the
Building Code, There should be a Council erder to require the removal of those pumps which
wire ereebed ;:rlﬁr [ £ 1i|l. PassapEe aof the Cade, A ;unr.ﬂ:. af Firace of one oF twao YVERES could be
granted, but some provision should be made to get these devices off the highways of the city.

(WEREHAMGING S10GNMNS
The llmrnm:rn]]wl use of :f.:gn:; |'|1||'|i||:g oulk over th: :-.|-:||.=W'|.“: mars the appearance r.rf "t'lulll
Strect and other streets of the business district to o considerable extent.  In the interest of public
safety the Building Code has restricted the use of overhanging signs chicfly to ones made of
metal, but has not attempted to limit the amount of prajection of signs over the sidewalk, except
in the case of wooden signs. A projection of five feet is allowed even with these. There will be a

material gain in the |:||-n'n1l_l.-' of the business section when no signs are erImllL:i to extend bevond
a reasonable distance from the building, Eighteen inches is generally considered sufficient.

¢
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Abuwse of sidewnlk space.
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The ues of many large everhanging aigns i marring the s P—
of the main business streets aned st the same nlfmu usEg
the eifectiveness of this form of advertising.

BILLBOARDS

Billboards are conspicuously ohjectionable at various places in the city —such as at the
dump on Riverside Avenue, a place which is a disgraceful sight cven without the boards. and at
Morgan Avenue and Main Strect, opposite the principal entrance to Garvin Park.

Under the Zone Ordinance, billboards are no longer permitted in districts restricted to resi-
dential use, The gain to residential property in salable value as well as in liveableness is no small
item. Freserving and protecting the appearance of residential areas throughout the city consti-
tutes a valuable contribution from the I?{oninq Plan.

POLES AND WIRES

The city doea not have direct charge of the placing of poles and wires for electric lights and
telephones, but it has an interest in them becauss of their relationship to the city's outward as-

13



pect. For the most part Evansville’s present appearance bears witness to the fact that these
necessary but ugly features have been put in the alleys wherever possible. This is a credita
showing. Wherever poles and overhead wires still remain on the streets of the city, they should
be removed in time to the alley or along the rear lot lines.  Along major streets wires should
eventually be placed in underground conduits as fast s the work can be financed. The removal
of these overhead wires will permit a better growth of trees and thus in more ways than one will
greatly benefit the city’s appearance.

STREET LIGHTS

The outlook at night depends to an appreciable extent on the effectiveness of the cily s
lighting system. This matter has received some attention in Evansville. The system of cluster
lights in the central business districe makes only a slightly faverable impression on the visitor.
This type of light is now absolete. It is not as attractive as single light standards nor as efficient
in illumination. The design of light standards has o notable efect on the eity’s appearance in the
daytime as well as at night. The adoption of uniform types of light standards for the entire city
is recommended. One light should be for use on main business sireets, another on secondary
business streets and outlying major streets, another on boulevards, and another on local resi-
dence streets. These should be simple, graceful and adapted to the use to which they are put.
Mo single major operation could de as much to change and improve the looks of Evansville as the
introduction of a complete modern system of street lighting.

STREET SIGMS

Evansville is on the point of placing street name signs systematically throughout the eity.
In supplying this urgmt meeed, it is essentinl that great care be used in the sslection of the signs.
A type of sign should be selected which will net only serve the convenience of the public and ful-
hll the requirements of durability but will also stand as evidence of a certain pride in the ap-
pearance of the city. Signs should all be so placed as to be casily scen by both matorists and
pedestrians, by day and night. Meoreover, they should have similar locations at every street
intersection as a matter of convenienee ta the public in readily Ainding them. A plain enameled
sgn or one equally durable which will not rust and which can be placed on special poles or su
ported otherwise close to the sidewalk intersection is to be preferred to mwm or leas durable
types. In the same way, if to & lesser degree, the use of signa showing traffic dircctions should
contribute their share in the pleasing appearance of the city.

14



Silewalk canopiem such sz this injure - :nph- tree uatchery!
the l.'l'l;r'l. EEpEarance,

SIDEWALKS AT THE CURB

. Sidewalks placed at the curb are injuring the looks of many of the newer residential streets
of Evansville. One has only to compare the older portions of such streets as Chandler Avenue,
Powell Avenue, and Mulberry Street with almost any of the streets developed in recent years to
be impressed at once with the attractiveness of the former and the relative barrenness of the
latter. This is a matter of planting strips and street trees, Space does not here permit going into
detail regarding the various rﬂmliml rensons, aside from appearance, which call for o return to
the custom of placing sidewalks close to the property line of the street and separating it from the
rondway by means of an ample planting strip with grass and trees. These points have already
been discussed in the pamphlet entitled A System é Mujor Streets for Evansville.” 1t may be
said here, however, that no city that is giving serious thought to standards of attractiveness is
approving sidewalks at the curb,

STREET TREES

Mo residential street is complete without shade trees. There can be no question of this when
the summer heat is taken into account. On the basis of comfort alone the planting of strest trees
throughout the city should be considered as a public necessity, Trees armu]d be required and
planting should be carried out by the city at the property owners' expense on the same basis as
the paving of strects and alleys and the laving of sidewalks.

Even these streét trees which the city now has are subject to annual devastations of “tree
butchers.” whe go about collecting money for hacking away all the branches and the tops of
benutiful trees for unsuspecting property owners whom they tell that this butchery is necessary
for the proper growth of the trees. [t is not generally known that a city ordinance (No. 1032)
passed in 1419, makes it unlawful to “plant, trim, cut, spray, or remove” any tree in a public
street or other public ground without first procuring a written permit from the Park Department.
Such permits are issued free of charge to persons qualified to do trimming. cutting. and other
work on trees.  They constitute the public’s protection against tree butchery,

Many cities, through their park department or a separate forestry department, carry on &
systematic planting and maintenance of street trees. The Park Department here can render a
distinet service by undertaking a definite tree planting program for the eity streets and employing
a forester who can give his undivided attention to promoting the planting and proper care of
street trees.

Evansville needs many more strest trees, planted with regard for (1) practical considerations
of resistance to discases and inscct peats, adaptability to food and water supply available on city
streets, and amount of shade given, and (2) nesthetic considerations of uniformity of appearance
along the street, proper spacing of trees to avoid crowding, and variety of types throughout the
ity

%
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WATER FRONT

'I'hn-ugh a partion of Evansville's waterfront has been developed into a rather allractive
park, it has scarcely vet begun to come into its own, For three blocks along the river a broad ex-
panse of paving stone adjacent to the heart of the city serves merely to provide a landing place
for an gu:;.p,ﬁnnu] pm.-h:{ boat, arid then for four more blocks down stream the riverbank is flled
with a succession of cattlepens, sand and gravel piles, storerooms and elevated tracks—all view
of the river from Water Street being shut off along here.

Plate 13 apposite gives a suggestion for the construction of more permanent works along
the river in the central part of the city. This scheme, as may be seen, provides for an elevated
parking ploza for automobiles on the present wharf and a system of sea walls along Sunset Park.
These works will not enly inerease the usefulness of the wharf area but will add greatly to the at-
tractivensss and value of Sumset Park. Order and neatness should be o distinct note in the
development of this water gate to the city. The wharf and park at present seem to be unfinished
and are not develaped in o manner commensurate with their importance to the city.

The reeeed of & marginal wall and promensede sloag the Aver s dearly shown bere.

PARKS

Fublic parks take a prominent place among those things that contribute attractiveness ta
Evansville. JE-'.;w visitors will fail to be impressed by the tree-shaded lawns and broad river paneg-
rarna ab Sunset Park, the wooded walks of Bayard Park, the delightfully srranged succession of
sunny and shaded slopes and quiet ponds at Garvin Fark, or the restful groves at Mesker Park.
These and other beauties are at hand for the enjoyment of the public, and are among the city's
miast pr.i::-:d EEL LS

Much remaing to be done, however, in park construction. Some parts of the city are with-
out parks: some have parks that are not pro r]}r deh‘e]uptd for their best use. Mew areas are
being opened up to residential use and all will need parks. In order that the greatest good ma
come from its parks, Evansville must see that they are not only properly distrnibuted to serve -uf
sections alike, but are alse made accessible by means of boulevards and parkways and designed
mrd built with r landscape akill. Sunset Park especially, because of its important location
and its exceptionally wide use, needs improvements of a more permanent character.

A very bad impression of the city 1s made upon visitors I:r:r the u:nui-g;l'lth" dumps on River-
side Avernue near First Street and by what is commonly known as the auto Ern'ﬂ: ard.” Hiver-
side Avenue has been recommended on the City Plan as a part of the proposed boulevard system,
linking Sunset Park with residential districts farther east. then by means of a parkway along
Pigeon Creek, with Garvin and Mesker Parks, [t is urged that as early action as possible be

7



SUGGESTED TREATMENT
| OF THE RIVER FRONT

EVANSVILLE INDIANA

CITY? PLAN COMMISSION
BARTHOLOMEW" & ASSOCIATES

City Plan & Landscape Enginecrs
Sadrt Lowis , Massouirid

PLate 2. A public plaza built sut over the upper portion of the paved wharf would help to
m]_vz the parking problem in the central business district,  If carned out as suggested abowe,
this plaza would extend three blocks along the river, from Vine Street to Walnut Street,
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and would provide an attractive promenade shaded by trees, bordered with balustrade and
maodern strect lights, and commanding an excellent view up and down the river, [t would make
a notable improvement in the appearance of the river front.
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PARKS (Conrinmed)

taken on the construction of that portion of this proposed boulevard which will eontinue the line
of Riverside Avenue southeast in the vicinity of Howard Street. This is the logical way of elimi-
nating that disgraceful eyesore of the city which has on display hundreds of decrepit automobiles,
for opening of the boulevard extension would make it more profitable to use the abutting land for
nice residences than for the storage of old wornout cars, As for the dump above referred to, the
appearance of this ugly stretch would be immeasurabl improved by the confining of dumping

Lo one or two definite points ot a time and covering all the rest of the dump with orchard grass
or some other easily raised ground cover.

MOMUMENTS

Evansville is peculiarly lacking in public monuments. Outside of the simple stone memorial
to Captain Diexter at the foot of Main Street and the monument to Joseph Copello which pro-
vides the Main Street entrance to Garvin Park with an interesting vista of the Hag. the city has
little to show in the way of monuments.



The groups on the Soldsers’.and-Sailors’ Memonsl Coliseum
suggest the need of more good sculpture.
These are all that FEvansville now has.

Sooner or later Evansville surely will erect various monuments and memorials. The project
now on foot, to place artistic markers at the chief points of historic interest in Evansville, is one
which promises to enhance the city's appearance :unmr_‘tera.hl].' Whenever any monuments are
erected, now or later, they should certainly not enly be designed with great artistic care and
b g'lw:n the beneht af a.pprn-pn;l!: plu.nl!lng' I:hgjr ahnu d aJ:u:L -ta.n.*fu]l}r located for greatest
eifcctiveness, as for example, at points where they will terminate street vistas or path vistas

in & park.

A good site for a future memorial will be on t]:n- north side of Sunset Park on the axis of
Oak Street, which is recommended in the report on A System of Recreation Facilities for Evans-
ville™ as a hau!:rurr] connection to the park, and which would thereby gain an interesting vista
point. If a civic center plan, such as suggested elsewhere in this report, should be carried sut, a
monument might be appropriate in front of the central building of the group. This building a.nd
the monument would then serve I:uni':th:r ] I.-l:rmln:tl: the boulevard vista, Another good site
will be in the small park proposed at the intersection of Canal Street and Lincoln Avenue, where
Ok Street and Lincoln Avenue join s a future boulevard, In this little park on the axis of
Lincoln Awenue there will be a splendid opportunity for a fine monument.
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VACANT LOTS

Vacant lots are scattered more or less through every city., There is a tendency for thess
spots to be neglected by their owners. who often live at a distance from the city and who perhaps
have no agent to assume responsibility for their upkeep. In Evansville, if the weeds are not cut
by the owners of such lots, the city undertakes to do so, and charges the owner for the labor in-
velved. This serves to protect the lawns nearby, for seeds from the weeds of one vacant lot
could in one season ruin the lawns of a whale neighborhood. The care of vacant lots thus con-
stitutes an important factor in the city's appearance. Citizens should cooperate further and
discourage all attempts to use these vacant areas as com rmunity waste baskets for the piling up
of paper, tin cans, bottles, and so forth. Sueh practices injure the good reputation of the city.
Recently the Boy Scouts have done notable work in helping to clean up such areas and make the
city more presentable,

BRIDGES

It is hardly necessary to point out the fine opportunity te improve the city's BpEArance
by the construction of well designed bridges. Evaneville has a number of ugly, old-fashioned
bridges. As these wear out and have to be replaced. the new bridges should be a eredit to the city,
This does not mean elaborate and expensive ornaments and decorations but mere proper at-
tention to proportion and general effect. Cancrete bridges over Figeon Creek will materially
improve the appearance of this stream. In the building of the new bridge soon te be erected to
span the Uhio River there lics an excellent opportuntiy to make a structure that Evansville can
well be proud of.

Renjamin Bosse High School, Waskington Avenue.
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West Bile Camegie Libmary, W, Franklin Street

FUBLIC BUILDINGS

S0 far the r“"'ﬂ]'":'-llr"!.?lli!,}' al the l:il_'p' miEt F|-|}t‘ili|_'r| Fu: the ) e AT 4:.' b |_-i[_-,- has |'I-N"|'| I'ﬂil'lt'
ed sut in connection with the development and care of streets parks. and other OpEn SPACEE.
The city has a further responsibility in the matter of providing attractive public buildings and
grounds. A beautiful design must be given the building itself, and an appropriate setting provided
{ﬂ'r it, l'\.ﬂil.'!'.ﬂluil.l." space and suitable FI.H“ tlnu iILre Necessary l'I":'"II.'I:IlI:l af the -'“'t".n'lz- 'ﬂ,-'l-"_-r.: oS-
sible, it is a good if-l['ﬂl to locate o fine o ballie i.'lluildl'ng: where it will terminate o street vista,

In the two public high schools built for Evansville within the last few vears the cily has
acquired buildings which are a distinct credit to the city. Francis Joseph Reitz High School is a
beautiful building, and its hilltop setting is unsurpassed, By removing a portion of the hilltop
east of the school the splendid river panorama can be made visible te the lower roams of the
building. and the view of the school itsell from Sunset Park greatly improved. The new Ben.
j-ilﬂ'l:i“ F;DHH-I." ]‘Ilﬂ'h '-"Tll'lil'rd'l-.l h'i1l| ”:5. trees and I.;.wnj, .'.|'|_|-| Fll-ll,_'n-'l:ll.'ld umnits "‘I""i'".ﬂl sul on a I'E"'H'"] nil-l,'_
contrasts strongly with the picturesque high school on the hill, but gives to the castern section
of the city a splendid architectural feature, Mention should certainly  be made also of the
Cathalie High Schoal. notable both for its iine hui]u:llm_.: and for ita attractive grounds Among
municipal buldings the Carnegie Library on West Franklin Strect ranks high. The city has here
an attractive building in a beautiful natural setting of lawn and trees,

23



Franswille College—one of the city's most beawiiful boildings.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS (Cautiuwed)

The Coliseum, with its dignified portico of Doric columns and its excellent architecture
throughout, is o noteworthy memorial. [ts effectiveness, however, 15 tremendously reduced by
I:he i.nad:qual:y n[ i.l!.'s :i1.=. The hui.lding 15 crowded an Iw" of a !m:“ :|.1|:-|;|-|.' k. a:m:l pmvid:ﬂ with
no foreground of lown or enframement of trees and shrubbery. [ts termination of the view on
Fourth Street would be ideal if the approach to the building were really adequate, It is obvious
that the bulldings on Fourth Street from the church at the corner of ¥ine Strect to the corner
filling station at Division Street stand in the way of a good view of this fine memorial, "I"['m
buildings that block this view also stand in the way of making a much-needed strest mnnmum
between Fourth Street and Second Avenue for the double purpose of public safety and casier
traffic circulation. This connection and o similar one to First Avenue mcross a portion of the
present Court House lawn should be carried out at as early a date as possible. A small triangular
p.prh: between the two |:l.||!n:|'|'l wiu then gi'ﬂ: l.|1|: I:-u“tling i F-nrl:grnund more in J-l:r.'i:ping' with tl'u:
excellent architecture of this memarial.

A good many other public and semi-public buildings of Evansville suffer as docs the Caliseum,
from being l:ruw\ﬂud into a space Lo El'l'l-!lﬁ'. This is -E!-Pﬂti&ll_l.-' true aof Central High School and the
City Hall. It s true alse of the huml:a af the various fraternal orders. Some of these have
splendid h1|.|.|.d|nga, but they need foregrounds, the enframement of trees, and the sense of free-
dnrn. COEITE N [n:m'i space about I:hz j:ll‘lg r‘r'!nst nE the churches qF I:|11: l:.ll:_l,-' aluﬂ:i:r u.l.m ﬁ'mn l_||||:
same cause, | here are numerous interesting church buildings in Evansville, hut very few have
the distinction of a commanding site or of ample grounds attractively developed with planting.

Among the rit:,- s public and umj-pu:l:\-“: huildlng:, Evansville Cn]lr—g-rr is regarded by many
as the most attractive building in the city. In proportion and in detail it is certainly a building
ta which citizens can point with just pride. A far-sighted plan has been made which looks
o I!]':r llm: when not one hu:]r]lng IJl.Il. many 1nr|]| l'u.- nnr:r.!ﬂ] and this will bl: thl: :q-nl‘ral. 5] | nE a_
group of buildings which will some day be an architectural triumph for Evansville. Planting 12
gmﬂuall}l being carried out on the C:ﬁrg-l. grounds in keeping with the eventual campus plan,
I:m:|: 1t s un]y o matter nF Eirme 'wl‘:En E'-'l:rlﬂ'l]lt Cﬂl]!-ﬂ:-e zmd its gmun:tl WI.I.I. 'bl:e:um-: OFEe ;:J 1']'.1
main show places of the city.
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The Memorial Calistum—s good terminal feature with an entirely inadegisate sokting.

A fine public building like the Coliseum deserves more s
and apgraprinte planiings of trees and shribs 1o sot i off

o araund it with ample lawna
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CIVIC CENTER

The public buildings of the city are at present badly scattercd, Most progressive cities
have either commenced carrying out a civic center plan or are now working on such & plan.
Efficiency in the conduct of public business requires that a city have its public buildings grouped
together so far as poasible. and herein lies one of the chicf opportunities of & city to raise its ap-
pearance above the common-place, Ewvansville has a good many city plapning needs to-
d“-}" mnore iml:'ﬂl'lll'll than a civic center. However, a tentalive il-lml for a whally new civic center is
offered here mercly to atimulate discussion. Some day a central library building sppropriate to
the size and civic ideals of Evansville will probably be built. A new city hall will be required.
Some of the other public buildings now in use will become inadequate. Before it is too late, »
scheme for grouping these buildings should be formulated, Why not put them on the river?
The guestion merits considerntion.

The Court house is a fine old bailding, :rllu:'-d ||-:|.' il te setbing,
It b5 almepat ienpossible to find & place from whach
1o srw Lhe whele building &t onee.
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STORES

As stores, factories, and homes comprise the vast majority of baildings in the city, their
effect on the appearance of the city is. of course, correspondingly great. The scattering of stores
promiscucusly throughout residence districts has done considerable damage to the city's ap-
pearance, | he nearly universal custom of building storea out to the street line has hurt the ap-
pearance of a good many residence streets and at the same time has injured adjeining lots by
rmaking them less desirable for living purposes and reducing their salable value. The Zone Ordin-
ance iz now remedying this condition, and tending to prevent residence districts from becoming
blighted. Wherever a commercial district under the Zone Plan is to occupy only a part of the
frontage in any bleck. as in many of the neighborhood store centers serving the residence districts,
the building line that is hxed for the houses in that hlock is fixed also as the building line for the
abQres,

The tendency under the Zone Plan is for stores supplying neighbarhood needs to become
rouped at certain accessible corners. There is developing in cities a greater interest in these
ocal centers. Their architeeture is being studied and many real estate promoters are building
structures of uniform type at such points. When thus constructed they have architectural
merit and become s credit 1o the neighborhood which they serve, Certainly the corner store e
not be the ugly object that it commonly 15

There has bren some improvement in the architectural treatment of downtown store fronts
of late, Mueh more attention should be given to the possibilities of attractive store architecture
than has been given in the past, and especially to the preventing of freakish changes in style all
along the street. This is a matter which -..-iulil}' affects the city’s appearance and the impression
carried away by the stranger. It is also a matter over which the public has no control, Co-
operation of individuals and a reliance on the adviee of architects will bring improvement.

FACTORIES

The modem idea as to the exterior appearance of factory buildings is te put a little thought
and care on this matter at the same time that the inside of the buildings is being carefully planned.
l-'u_ctur:r MaMBEErs are 1{|_r|:|:i|'|g AWRY from the idea that their works must be ugh‘ and Ttpl.-l]!:i'-':'
structures. There is certainly a definite place for attractiveness in this beld. There is an adver-
tising value in pleasing industrial structures, Dark, dingy interiors and ugly exteriors are dhe-
EresSIng. w-.-]]-Manm'r] I“Li.ldill[ﬂ and FREEn outside in the form of Erss, vines, HJI"-II'JI'J‘I.'I'}'. and
trees do a great deal to stimulate pride among workers. There is an incentive to follow the ex-
ample and fix up the home grounds. All this helps make the employe a better citizen and inei-

o —— 1' ..u' 'h -
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bustrating the contrast Bebwesn s store huilding sct back ard one built on the street line
ate also ihe irregalar toee panting. the |||,:]:|.' |'u||r arwil u.ll.lll\.|l.||ﬂlt1'| strent light.
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Many old '-'ﬂﬁlil'llt‘d barns anad sbeds mar the sppesrance of streets amd alleys throughout the ity
baix one is at the intersection af two stregts @ s good resicenitial distger.

drhlu“:.r improves the appearnnce :}I the _l|‘.“l'l"f'. A few of Evansville’s factones plready show that
more attention is being paid to their outside appearance, for example the following:

Monitor Furniture Co,
Graham Hros. {(Treck Co,)
Faultless Caster Co.
[gleheart Bros, (Milling Co.)
Sunbeam Electric Mig, Ca.

RAILROADS

The roilrond station has been aptly termed “the gateway to the city.” These gateways
ul:lllu]d be the best PWIHF.. net only incon \f:nicnn::ll.-n the public but also in appearance. Evans-
ville compares favorably in this respect with other cities of its size.

Both Evansville stations, however, lack approprinte surroundings. The repart of the City
Plan Commission on Railroad Transportation recommends a new union station. This scheme if
ever carried out should give the city a thoroughly modern and most attrnctive gateway. I it
soems unlikely that a new union station will be built, steps might well be taken now 1o imprave
the surroundings of the two present structures, There is little that can be done to the C. & E, |,
station except o remove the vard on the east, The L, & N, station, however, could be set off by
an open plaza in front, Terre Haute is remembered by many people beeause of its station plaza.
5t Louis is spending several millions ereating an N Epace in front of its Union Station. Evans-
ville could make a considerable showing at low cost by acquiring property across the street from
the present [, & M. station.



HOMES

Observations have been made above as to some of the ways in which both private individuals
and public authorities have it in their power to contribute appreciably to the attractiveness of
the city. Nothing yet has been said about the place of the private home. Probably no single
factor is of f[-l:nh:r importance in this respeet. lil'he great bulk of the city's area is devoted to
private dwellings. The individual responsibility of each home ewner in preducing and main-
taining an atiractive city 15 al once apparent.

The mixture of architectural styles and the haphazard placing of buildings of all sizes along
the same street is responsible for the disturbing effect found on some streets of Evanaville.
This is o matter that is subject to no contrel other than public taste. Where each individual de-
velops his own property, he naturally does that which appeals to him. Through education &
gradual improvement of public taste should eertainly be sought.

The Zone Ordinance is of saome help in preventing serious jumbling of building types.
Under its provisions certain districts are being developed only with ene-family and two-family
houses; no apartments, boarding houses, and so on are permitted. Furthermore, only buildings
of two stories or less in height are permitted in such districts. Similarly in the apartment house
districts, buildings of only three stories or less in height are allowed. Building lines. too, or front
yard lines, are being enforeed in all residence zones, thereby assuring ohservance of the desire
of the majority of hame-owners, who prefer to have attractive front yvards. These provisions are
all based on protection of health and property values but their effect in improving the city's ap-
pearance is evident.

BARNS AND GARAGES

Unpainted frame barns and sheds built out to the strect line at the rear of corner lots are

the cause of much unsightliness in Evansville, Gradually these arc being reﬁlmcd by modern

arages, but even these are often built right on the street line. In some such eorner lot cases,

owever. the owner has realized what a mistake that is and has set his garage in the corner of the

lot farthest from the street. and then kept an attractive lawn at the rear and at the side af his
house ns well as at the front.

HOME GROUNDS

It is the belief of the City Plan Commission that the majority of home owners in Evansville
take pride enough in the appearance of their homes to wish to do all they can to make them at-
tractive. Individual homes scattered here and there about the city show by the attention their
owners have given to lawns, shrubbery, trees, vines, and flowers that they appreciate the difference
between a house and a real home. A good lawn and a bit of planting are generally sufficient to
make this distinction in outward appearance. In an endeavor to encourage the making and keep-
ing of good lawns. the City Plan Commission and Park Board have published a leaflet on this
subject which is available te all who call for it. The city. furthermore, is continuing its study of
the local lawn prablem in order to be of as much help as possible in improving Evansville lawns.
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Cearapes should be back From the strect ling as far a8 possible fos the sake of street sppeamnce.
Compars the two examples.
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FLANTING

. In addition to Pl'ﬂdl.ﬂ:ini a smooth, weedless lawn the average home owner wishes to l:r.r_uﬂ
up his house and yard a little with shrubs. flowers, vines and trees. If all the homes in Evansville
that are bare of planting were to have a bit of attention along this line, the city would assume o
vastly improved appearance. Almost any kind of planting is better than none at all, but, of course,
there are i'?'i"d: ways and poor ways of arranging plant materals to obtain an interesting effect.

This is far too big a subject to attempt to discuss in any detail in a report like this. An
abundance of information is available elsewhere for these whe seek it. [t may be helpful, how-
ever, to list here bricfly a few of the fundamental points whose observance is essential to success-
ful planting of the home grounds:

I —Keep shrabe sbong border of yard and againat [oundstion of bouse,

& —Awoid use of roand fower beds in lowas, hat water tank Aower boxes, rubber tire efects and
other Freakish duplays,

¥-Make tha paced im the shad the might sort bo these  Some tu
thrive 1 e b e ey are the right sart to grow plan

A—Hedges are meant to serve as walls or fences. A like row of shrubs of the same kind
and the same height planted around o front porch or slong & house wall preduces monotory.

$—In planting agsinit a porch or apainst the bouse itself, let certain portions of the foandation
remain open to view practically to the ground. Vary the heights of shrubs, placiag mare
shrubs and taller growisg oo ot the coremn. and leading away with lower ETEwinsg o

f—Some shrubs and trees make good "specimena:™ that i, they have interesting forma and can
be micd 1o adwvan simgly to prodece special effects. Moat rl-nrmw-lul.\::m reens be-
J-u-li s this elaas. r up & lawn with sweh plants, bewever, and never plant a row
of around o hoas.

ures.

we them sparingly, and rely on mass planting of shmubs in most

7—Every lot should have one of two shade trees. [F there is o sirest tree close 1o the lot and

the lot is small it may sot be best to provide anothor tree st the front of the house. When

ewmibale nml'ﬂl' the tress to enframe the bouse whes seen from the streen. It will
effect,

smpEae |

A Find & sunny place along the walk or foundation for the ower bed. & lawn looks beat when
Ehl'l o for aa brosd & space as possible. Flowers ook well backed up by the green of
shrubb=ery.

F—Le or twa vines should climb the porek or the side of the house. [t is unsecessary to plant
maRy vEnes,

101t will pay to plan the planting layout for the lot sn papes ar Buve it done for vou  befare
idoing I: actunl planting, Relstively few plants are i emnprove s amall lot 100 per

cent. in appearance, and a plan will make it possible to arrange thess o the beat effect,



hade ipees and penerous lowns add msch io theso homes
Trees and lawns are needed for every homse, lage o nimall
Mot tho contrast im the bwo sirecEs



CONCLUSION

It is quite clear from the preceding discussion that im-
proving the ¢ity’s appearsnce is a matter of collective respan-
sibility. City and county officials can do some things. In the
main they can go no farther, however, than the people wish them
te go. By supporting measures and methods for making a more
efficient city as well as for increasing the city’s attractiveness, and
also by direct assistance as individuals in improving the appear-

ance of the particular property which they happen to awn,
the people of Evansville can gradually make their
streets, parks, buildings and grounds so at-
tractive that their city will be second
to none In appeAFARCE.
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